
 
 

 

8 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Restricting attendance during the national lockdown 
 
National lockdown took effect from Wednesday and schools have suspended their normal 
operations to contain the transmission of the virus, as directed by the Government.  
 
You may be aware that the government issued updated guidance for schools yesterday 
afternoon. This new guidance sets out the following expectations for schools: 
 

• School based nurseries should remain open as normal. This is contrary to the guidance 

that was in place on Monday, within the Contingency Framework, which indicated that 

school-based nurseries could follow the same principles as the rest of the school. 

• Schools should not place any limits on the number of places available for critical workers 

to learn on-site, however the guidance also states that critical workers should keep their 

children at home wherever possible. 

• Schools should provide three hours of remote education per day for children in key stage 

1 and four hours per day for children in key stage 2. Again, this is contrary to the 

guidance that was in place on Monday.  

• Groups of children on-site should be kept as small as possible. 

• Wrap around care should be offered for children of critical workers. 

Our schools will need time to consider these changes and to assess the impact of these on their 
individual settings. Every school will have different challenges, but a consistent pressure for all 
schools continues to be staffing capacity. As you will be aware, Clinically Extremely Vulnerable 
staff are not able to be in school and given the high rates of infection in our localities, there 
are also staff who are unwell, have tested positive for Covid or are isolating. You will also be 
aware that teaching unions have advised staff not to attend sites in some situations. 
 
As a result, it may not be possible for all our schools to offer the full range of provision that 
has been set out by the government yesterday. Schools will need to balance the demand for 
on-site provision for children of critical workers with the need to provide effective teacher-led 
online learning. We will also need to continue to be mindful of reducing the risks of transmission 
in school and supporting the national initiative to reduce cases during the current lockdown. 
 
In the absence of national prioritisation guidance, we will be supporting our schools over the 
coming days to identify the level of provision that can be offered, and where staffing levels 
deem it necessary, we will be prioritising as follows: 
 

1. On-site provision for vulnerable children in school or nursery 

2. On-site provision for children (in school or nursery) of critical workers who work in health 

and social care or education and childcare, where there is no parent at home 



3. Remote learning for all children not in school 

4. On-site provision for children of critical workers (in school or nursery) who work in other 

sectors and where there is no parent at home 

5. On-site provision for children of critical workers (in school or nursery) where there is a 

parent at home 

Each school will look at their own arrangements for their nursery (other than vulnerable and 
children of critical workers) and wrap around care, but again this will depend on staffing 
availability and the ability to maintain the appropriate safety measures.  
 
As always, your child’s school will communicate with you regarding their plans. They will no 
doubt need time to assess demand from their school community and, to support parents where 
arrangements have already been confirmed for next week, may not implement any changes 
until week beginning 18 January. 
 
We are sure you share our support for our schools’ leaders as they respond to these further 
changes, which follow the already significant level of change that we have experienced since 
the end of Christmas holidays. We are all working as hard as we can to support the national 
effort to reduce transmission of the virus, ensuring the health and wellbeing of our children, 
their families and our staff, whilst providing the high standards of education to children both 
in school and at home. 
 
Thank you for the kind emails and messages on social media this week; they are appreciated. 
 
Your sincerely 
 

     
 
Lynne O’Reilly     Jon Chaloner    
Chair of Trustees     CEO    


