
Merstham Primary School – Music Progression Document 

Listen and Appraise 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can listen with 
concentration 
 
Can say what the 
purpose of a song is 
 
Can begin to recognise 
instruments in a piece 
of music 
 
Can begin to say how a 
piece of music makes 
me feel 
 
Can listen with respect 
to other peoples’ ideas 
and feelings 
 
Can begin to find a 
pulse when listening to 
music 
 

Can understand what 
pulse is/does/means 
 
Can identify the pulse, 
simple rhythms, pitch, 
texture, tempo, 
dynamics, timbre in a 
piece of music 
 
Can describe how I feel 
when I listen to a piece 
of music 
 
Can begin to recognise 
the sound of musical 
instruments 
 
Can understand the 
purpose of a song and 
where it fits in a 
history timeline 
 

Can begin to identify 
basic music styles 
through instruments 
played  
 
Can find a pulse and 
explain what it means  
 
Can use accurate music 
language to describe 
music 
 
Can respect others’ 
ideas and feelings 
about music 
 
Can understand how 
pulse, rhythm and 
pitch fit together 

Can identify basic 
music styles through 
style indicators and 
instruments  
 
Can find a pulse in the 
music I am listening to 
and say what that 
means 
 
Can more consistently 
use accurate musical 
language to discuss 
music 
 
Can listen to others’ 
ideas and feelings 
about music and show 
respect  
 
Can make specific 
references to the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
(pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, structure, 
texture and notation) 
 

Can recognise features 
of different musical 
styles 
 
Can find and 
internalise a pulse 
using movement 
 
Can consistently use 
correct musical 
language to describe 
music 
 
Can listen, comment 
on and discuss with 
confidence, ideas as a 
group 
 
Can discuss all 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
and how they fit with 
the music I am 
listening to 

Can appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of live and 
recorded music 
 
Can show an 
understanding of the 
history of music 
 
Can use accurate 
musical language 
confidently and with 
understanding to 
describe and talk about 
music 
 
Can listen to other 
ideas about music and 
continue to respect 
those ideas and 
feelings 
 
Can give examples of 
how rhythm and pitch 
fit together  
 
Can include 
information about 
tempo, dynamics, 
timbre, texture and 
structure 
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Games 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can begin to find a 
pulse with support 
 
Can begin to find a 
pulse on my own 
 
Can copy back a simple 
clapping rhythm, vocal 
sound or instrument 
tune 
 
Can clap the rhythm of 
my name, animals 
favourite colours etc. 
 
Can copy back a pitch 
 
Can copy back a 
rhythm  
 
Can make my own 
simple rhythm 
 

Can find the pulse on 
my own 
 
Can copy back simple 
rhythms with 
increasing confidence 
 
Can clap my own 
simple rhythms with 
increasing confidence 
 
Can copy back a pitch 
using my voice 
 
Can clap the rhythm of 
my name, animals 
favourite colours etc. 

Can say what pulse, 
rhythm and pitch are 
 
Can find and 
internalise a pulse with 
confidence 
 
Can demonstrate how 
to find / feel a pulse 
 
Can copy a simple 
rhythm over a pulse 
and play back in time 
to a track 
 
Can create my own 
rhythm 

Can find and 
internalise a pulse  
 
Can demonstrate a fast 
and slow pulse 
 
Can more confidently 
copy a rhythm and 
repeat back in time to 
a track 
 
Can clap, play simple 
rhythms and copy one-
two note pitches 
confidently  
 
Can begin to lead 
others in rhythms and 
pitch activities, if asked 

Can independently find 
and internalise a pulse 
and keep in time 
 
Can demonstrate how I 
find a pulse using 
movement 
 
Can show I know and 
understand how pulse 
and rhythm work 
together 
 
Can create my own 
rhythm using one or 
two note pitches 
 
Can begin to lead 
others in rhythms, 
dynamics and pitch 
activities 
 
 
 
 

Can demonstrate how I 
find and internalise a 
pulse and keep in time 
with ease 
 
Can understand and 
demonstrate how 
pulse, rhythm and 
pitch work together  
 
Can clap, play rhythms 
and copy one to two 
note pitches with 
confidence 
 
Can confidently lead 
others in rhythmic 
games  
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Singing 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can sing as part of a 
group 
 
Can sing alone 
 
Can understand the 
importance of warming 
up our voices 
 
Can follow a lead / 
conductor to start and 
stop singing 
 
Can say what the song 
words mean and how 
they work with the 
music 
 
Can sing with good 
diction 

Can work together in 
an ensemble or part of 
a group 
 
Can sing within a 
limited pitch range 
 
Can say why it is 
important to warm up 
my voice. 
 
Can follow a 
leader/conductor 
 
Can begin to 
understand how a 
melody and words 
should be interpreted 
 
Can sing with good 
diction 
 
Can perform with a 
good sense of pulse 
and rhythm 

Can sing in tune within 
a limited pitch range 
 
Can say why it is 
important to work 
together in an 
ensemble 
 
Can explain why it is 
important to warm up 
my voice 
 
Can join in and stop as 
appropriate following a 
leader or conductor 
 
Can sing with good 
diction 
 
Can perform with a 
good sense of pulse 
and rhythm 
 

Can sing in tune with a 
limited pitch range 
 
Can develop my 
confidence to sing 
alone 
 
Can say why it is 
important to have 
good posture, 
breathing and voice 
projection 
 
Can follow a leader or 
conductor confidently 
 
Can sing with a good 
sense of pulse, keeping 
time with others 

Can sing in tune with 
an appropriate pitch 
range 
 
Can sing confidently in 
a group, ensemble and 
as a soloist 
 
Can understand and 
demonstrate warm-up 
exercises and good 
singing posture 
 
Can begin to perform 
and interpret a song 
using key stylistic 
features 
 
Can sing with a good 
sense of pulse, keeping 
time with others and 
music 
 
Can lead a group 
showing understanding 
of how an ensemble 
fits together 
 
 
 

Can sing within an 
appropriate vocal 
range with clear diction  
 
Can understand the 
workings of a choir and 
how everything fits 
together 
 
Can follow a conductor 
or leader  
 
Can conduct or lead a 
choir  
 
Can sing with 
confidence, 
increasingly difficult 
melodies and lyrics 
 
Can sing with a good 
sense of the pulse 
internally and sing 
together and in time 
with a group 
 
Can perform and 
interpret a song 
stylistically and 
musically 
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Playing Instruments 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can join in with a 
group playing an 
instrument  
 
Can use an instrument 
to accompany a song 
being learnt 
 
Can play instruments 
correctly and with 
respect 
 
Can respond to simple 
musical cues 
(start/stop, 
louder/quieter) 
 
Can follow a lead / 
conductor 
 
Can follow a ‘sound 
before symbol’ (by ear) 
approach to change my 
music 

Can continue to learn 
or play together in a 
band or ensemble 
 
Can continue to 
respond to simple 
musical cues such as 
start/stop, 
louder/quieter 
 
Can follow a 
leader/conductor 
 
Can play and move 
between different 
parts 
 
Can read musical letter 
names 
 
Can play my 
instrument correctly 
and treat it with 
respect 

Can play a classroom 
instrument with 
growing confidence 
 
Can move between 
differentiated music 
parts as required 
 
Can respond to basic 
music cues from a 
conductor 
 
Can treat instruments 
with respect and care 
and play them 
correctly 
 
Can begin to 
understand basic music 
notations 

Can play a classroom 
instrument with 
knowledge, confidence 
and ease 
 
Can move between 
differentiated parts, 
using notations if 
required  
 
Can respond with more 
confidence to a 
conductor’s musical 
cues 
 
Can use the correct 
techniques to play 
instruments with 
respect 
 
Can understand the 
basics and foundations 
of musical notations 
 

Can play an instrument 
with knowledge, more 
confidence, ease and 
enjoyment 
 
Can begin to play an 
instrument using 
notated scores 
 
Can demonstrate 
confidence and 
fluency, keeping the 
pulse 
 
Can play with a clear 
start and end 
 
Can begin to 
demonstrate technical 
accuracy 
 
 
 
 

Can play differentiated 
parts, using notated 
scores 
 
Can select parts 
according to ability and 
play them musically 
 
Can play and perform 
in solo and ensemble 
contexts, playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency and 
maintaining an 
appropriate pulse 
 
Can demonstrate 
musical quality (clear 
starts, ends of 
pieces/phrases, 
technical accuracy etc.)  
 
Can maintain an 
independent part in a 
small group 
 
Can build on 
understanding the 
basics and foundations 
of formal notation 
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Improvisation 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can say what 
improvisation is 
 
Can clap and improvise 
simple rhythmic 
patterns 
 
Can copy back a simple 
clapping rhythm, vocal 
sound or instrument 
tune 
 
Can improvise and play 
a simple pattern on an 
instrument 

Can copy back a 
rhythm or melody 
 
Can improvise simple 
rhythmic patterns and 
1 or 2 note tunes 
 
Can create a question 
and/or answer to a 
rhythm or melody 
 
Can take it in turns to 
improvise using one or 
two notes 
 
Can make up a rhythm 
with a group and then 
add a tune to it 
 
Can understand the 
difference between 
improvisation and 
composition 

Can explore and create 
simple musical sounds 
within a song 
 
Can invent a ‘musical 
answer’ using one or 
two notes  
 
Can use two notes on 
an instrument to 
improvise a simple 
tune 
 
Can listen to others’ 
musical ideas 
 
Can create simple 
rhythmic patterns 
independently and as 
part of a group 

Can sing and create 
simple musical sounds 
within a song   
 
Can invent a ‘musical 
answer’ on an 
instrument using 1, 2 
or 3 notes  
 
Can improvise a simple 
pattern on an 
instrument or with my 
voice using notes given 
to me 
 
Can create a simple 
rhythmic pattern and 
add a melody to it 
independently and as 
part of a group 
 
Can respect others’ 
musical ideas and 
efforts 
 

Can explore and create 
musical improvisations 
with my voice and 
instruments 
 
Can improvise and 
perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts 
 
Can create more 
complex rhythms and 
melodies 
 
Can improvise using up 
to three notes on 
instruments 
 
 
 
 
 

Can confidently 
explore and create 
musical improvisations 
with my voice and 
instruments in context 
of songs learnt  
 
Can create my own 
tune (or rhythm) using 
one, two or three 
notes and play it on an 
instrument or sing it 
 
Can improvise using 
simple patterns on an 
instrument or with my 
voice 
 
Can create complex 
rhythmic patterns and 
add melodies over 
them in a group and a 
solo situation 
 
Can improvise using up 
to three or more notes 
with greater 
confidence 
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Composition 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can say what 
composition is 
 
Can create a simple 
melody using one or 
two notes 
 
Can record my 
composition (using 
pictorial notation, 
iPads, video…) 
 
Can change the 
dynamics (loud/quiet) 
of my music 
 
Can change the pitch 
(high/low) of my music 

Can understand the 
differences between 
composition and 
improvisation 
 
Can continue to create 
my own simple 
melodies within the 
context of the song 
being learnt 
 
Can compose using 
one, two or three 
notes 
 
Can record my 
composition (using 
pictorial notation, 
iPads, video…) 
 
Can begin to recognise 
the link between shape 
and pitch using graphic 
notation 
 
Can begin to use 
dynamics, pitch and 
tempo changes in my 
piece 

Can work as part of a 
group to create 
slightly more 
complex melodies 
 
Can increase from 2 
to 3 notes when 
composing 
 
Can record a 
composition with 
support  
 
Can demonstrate 
understanding of 
dynamics, pitch and 
tempo 
 
Can begin to 
recognise a link 
between shape and 
pitch (e.g. using 
notations) 

Can create a complex 
melody within a given 
context as part of a 
group 
 
Can begin to use three or 
more notes to compose 
a melody 
 
Can listen to the sound 
of my composition and 
make decisions about it 
 
Can record a 
composition in an 
appropriate format with 
support (notation, 
graphic, video) 
 
Can demonstrate 
increased understanding 
of interrelated 
dimensions of music – 
use of rhythm, dynamics, 
pitch, tempo, timbre, 
structure and texture 
 
Can demonstrate an 
awareness of the link 
between shape and pitch 
 
Can write a melody in a 
way I will remember it 
 

Can use a 
differentiated 
approach, composing 
using two notes, 
increasing to three 
notes and beyond if 
required to  
 
Can use my voice, 
sounds and 
instruments in creative 
ways 
 
Can record my 
composition in any way 
appropriate 
 
Can combine 2 or more 
elements of the 
interrelated 
dimensions of music 
and begin to explain 
how they affect my 
composition  
 
Can recognise and 
demonstrate 
(musically/verbally) an 
awareness of a link 
between shape and 
pitch 

Can confidently create 
my own melodies 
within the context of 
the song that is being 
learnt  
 
Can move beyond 
composing using two 
notes, increasing to 
three notes and 
beyond, if appropriate 
 
Can use my voice, 
sounds, instruments 
and technology in 
creative ways 
 
Can record my 
composition in any way 
appropriate 
 
Can musically 
demonstrate an 
understanding and use 
of the interrelated 
dimensions of music as 
appropriate 
 
Can use notations to 
musically or verbally 
demonstrate 
awareness of the link 
between shape and 
pitch  
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Perform and Share 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can start to perform 
together in a band 
 
Can sing and play 
instruments as part of 
a band  
 
Can perform with 
confidence in front of 
an audience 
 
Can practise singing a 
song or playing an 
instrument  
 
Can comment on 
improvement I could 
make to my 
performance 

Can perform together 
in an ensemble/band, 
starting and ending 
together and watching  
 
Can sing songs with 
expression. 
 
Can speak chants and 
rhymes. 
 
Can play tuned and un-
tuned instruments 
musically. 
 

Can perform with 
others with confidence  
 
Can understand how to 
improve my 
performance 
 
Can understand the 
needs of an audience  
 
Can practise, rehearse 
and present 
performances showing 
awareness of an 
audience  
 
Can watch and discuss 
a performance offering 
feedback 

Can use my voice 
expressively and 
creatively 
 
Can play tuned and un-
tuned instruments 
musically 
 
Can perform in an 
ensemble, 
demonstrating 
understanding of how 
to improve a 
performance  
 
Can show greater 
understanding of an 
audiences’ needs 
 
Can show 
understanding of 
performance skills 
 
Can offer helpful and 
thoughtful comments 
and feedback to others 
 
Can sing, play an 
instrument, improvise 
and play my 
compositions during a 
performance 

Can present a musical 
performance to an 
audience, 
demonstrating 
understanding of the 
historic and stylistic 
features of the piece 
 
Can play an 
instrument, improvise 
and share 
compositions with 
some confidence  
 
Can communicate 
ideas, thoughts and 
feelings through a 
performance 
 
Can improve my 
performance by 
watching it back and 
responding to 
feedback from others 
  

Can play and perform 
in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using my 
voice and playing 
musical instruments 
with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 
 
Can begin to realise 
that performance can 
influence how music is 
presented 
 
Can apply my 
understanding of 
musical styles and 
dimensions to create 
an effective 
performance  
 
Can evaluate and adapt 
my performance in 
response to feedback  

 


