
Merstham Reading Festival – 1st- 15th March 2019 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Thursday 7th March is World Book Day: 
 

 
 “World Book Day is a celebration! It’s a celebration of authors, 
illustrators, books and (most importantly) it’s a celebration of reading. 
In fact, it’s the biggest celebration of its kind, designated 
by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and 

marked in over 100 countries all over the world.” 

  

This year our theme is “Share A Story” and we will be organising a range of fun activities 

to promote our love of reading and enjoyment of stories and books of all kinds. We hope you 

will support us by encouraging children to read at home, sharing stories and talking about 

books that you and the children have enjoyed.  

 

Thursday 7th March 2018  - Favourite book character dress up! 

On World Book Day, we are inviting children, and staff, to come to school dressed up as 

their favourite book character as we embark on a day of sharing stories and fun activities.  

The House Captains would particularly like it if children could dress up as a character from 

a book written by their house team author. A donation of £1 for our school library would be 

gratefully received. During the day, the children will take part in quiet reading sessions in 

the library and we will also be “buddy reading” between key stages. In addition, staff will be 

sharing their own favourite childhood books.  

 

Author visits 

Friday 1st March – Paul Geraghty - assembly and class workshops (whole school)  

 On Friday 1st March, children’s authors and illustrator Paul Geraghty 

(http://www.paul-geraghty.com ) will be visiting Merstham Primary to kick off 

of our Reading Festival celebrations.  Children will get the chance to 

experience a real author talking about his work and inspiration. If you would 

like to buy a signed copy of one of Paul Geraghty’s books, there will be 

further details nearer the time. 

 

 

Friday 15th March – David Fuller - storytelling class workshops (Years 3 to 6)  

 

We have been lucky enough to secure a second author visit for key stage two 

children. David Fuller, author of the Alfie Jones series, is a writer with an 

engaging story of his own to share with the children about his journey to 

become an author. Again there will be an opportunity to buy a signed copy of 

one of David Fuller’s books, further details to follow. 

 

 

http://www.unesco.org.uk/


Drop in and Read – World Book Day Thursday 7th March: 

 

At Merstham we feel strongly that sharing books is a really valuable experience for all our 

children and so, we are inviting parents/family members/carers in to school on Book Day to 

share a favourite story to children in class. We have lots of books to choose from but 

please feel free to bring along your own favourite.  

Please let your child’s class teacher know if you are planning to come in. Just come along to 

the main office on the day at 2.30pm if you are able to spare a few minutes to drop in and 

read.  

Did you know…? 
“Fostering a love of reading at home is crucial to children’s future happiness and success.  

Parents are really important role models and our research shows that children’s  

attitudes to reading improve the more they see their parents read.” 

(Clare Bolton – The National Literary Trust) 

 

World Book Day token 

Each child will receive a World Book Day £1 token. When you get your book token, all you 

need to do is take it to your local bookseller (find your local participating bookshop here) 

and swap it for a specially commissioned £1 book. Alternatively, you can use your book token 

to get £1 off any full price book – or audio book – instead, provided the book costs at least 

£2.99. 

 

We are Readers! 

 

For further great book ideas, to play games or download fun activities visit 

http://worldbookday.com/about/ . The Oxford Owl website is also a great source of ideas 

for encouraging children to enjoy reading: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/reading. 

Merstham Library 

Don’t forget that Merstham Library is also a great place to explore all kinds of books and is 

free to join. https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/your-library/find-your-nearest-

library/merstham-library 

Thank you all for your continuing support,  

 

Mrs. Cooper 

Deputy Head and English Leader  

http://www.booksellers.org.uk/Trade-Events/WBD-Search.aspx
http://worldbookday.com/about/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/reading

