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Dear Parents and carers, 
 
All of the staff and classes are all ready and we are really looking forward to welcoming all of the 
children back next Monday 8th March.  
 
The building work in school continues to progress well. Please see the photographs below showing 
the progress in the Key stage 1 toilets and the flooring in the hall (the old tiles have been removed). I 
am meeting with the project team later on this week to establish when the work will finish; I will let 
everyone know as soon as we have a confirmed date.  
 

 
 

 
We have some new members of staff who have started with us, Mrs Palfreyman and Mrs Fleming. 
They will both be working with children across the school to help begin the process of accelerating 
children’s learning. Sadly, we have lost two members of staff over the past few weeks. Both Mrs 
Adriatico and Mrs Kapita have left for personal reasons. We all wish them well. In addition, Mr 
Gallagher, a student teacher at the University of Brighton, has joined the team in Year 5. 
 
When we start back next week, please can I again ask that parents and carers do not arrive outside 
school early, but aim to be on site at the correct time or slightly after so that we do not have clusters 
of adults and children at the gates.  
 
Once you have dropped your child(ren), we would ask that you leave the site straight away. I 
completely understand the temptation to stop for a quick chat with friends – but this will cause an 
issue as we only have the one entrance and exit to school. Hopefully, it will not be much longer until 
we can meet groups of friends in our gardens or other public places. 
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When the children come back in to school they do need to wear school uniform, this includes 
wearing school shoes. The children will have days when they do PE, and they should wear PE kit on 
these days; again this should be the school PE kit and not, for example, football kit!  Wearing school 
uniform, is an important part of community school life, both here at Merstham Primary School and 
beyond into secondary school; establishing good practices now makes things easier later on! 
 
Please can every child come to school with a waterproof coat (preferably with a hood). This is not 
only for coming to and from school, but also because the children will be out and about in the school 
grounds. The children should only bring a lunchbox, their snack and water bottle; please do not bring 
in school bags, as this is part of our Covid-19 safety protocols. 
 
As School Hill will again be busy we would advise that all the children wear the high visibility vest 
that they have been given. These were provided by Surrey County Council to improve the safety of 
the children as they come in to school. 
 
Have a lovely weekend when you get there, stay safe and well. We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone on Monday. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
 
Gavin Oulton,  
Headteacher Merstham Primary School  
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