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Wednesday 5th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

 

Happy New Year to you all! I hope that you have all had an enjoyable Christmas break with 

your families and that Covid isolation and illness has not affected too many of you. As we 

embark upon the Spring Term, we are excited to launch your child’s new termly topic with 

them and see their enthusiasm and keenness to learn shine through. We will continue to 

revisit and reinforce basic skills to support the closing of gaps in learning caused by previous 

lockdowns and school closures. I have included in the following information, details, 

reminders and updates that I hope you will find useful to support your child’s return to school 

for the Spring Term.  

 

Covid-19 Updates  

Earlier this week, the Department for Education released updated guidance for schools but 

there is very little that has changed for primary settings. As throughout the pandemic, 

Merstham Primary continues to ensure that health and hygiene is a priority. Children will 

continue to be encouraged to wash their hands frequently, the classrooms will be thoroughly 

cleaned at the end of every day and staff will ensure that regularly used touchpoints and 

tables are wiped down throughout the day. School will continue to be well ventilated, 

therefore please ensure that you send your child into school with their jumpers/cardigans.  

Staff will continue to wear a face covering when moving around corridors and communal 

areas within school. Regarding our children, the health advice continues to state that 

children in primary school are not required to wear face coverings and should not be asked 

to wear one. As parents, the choice continues to be yours as to whether you wear a mask 

when outside on school site, however, although phone and email correspondence is still the 

preferred method of communication with school, if there is a need for you to enter the school 

building, a face covering must be worn unless you are exempt.  

Given positive Covid-19 cases looking likely to continue to rise, testing is the most effective 

way to reduce the risk of transmission and support the continuation of face-to-face 

education. Staff in school will continue with their testing twice weekly to help us to stay 

ahead of the virus by quickly spotting new outbreaks and planning our response. We will do 

all we can to keep school as “normal” as possible for your children in the coming weeks and 

I thank you in advance for working with us and supporting us. 

 

Updated Self-Isolation Guidance  

As I am sure that you are aware, if you or your child does test positive, the guidance 

regarding self-isolation periods has been updated. Please ensure that you have read this 

guidance fully:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance 

Below is a useful visual, taken from the guidance, outlining the changes to the isolation 

period (ending self-isolation early using LFD tests if you are double jabbed or under 18 years 

of age). 

http://www.mersthamprimaryschool.org/
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*Your child should not take an LFD test before the sixth day of their isolation period, and they should only end their self-

isolation after they have had 2 consecutive negative LFD tests which should be taken at least 24 hours apart. They should stop 

testing after they have had 2 consecutive negative test results. 

 

Thank you once again for your continued support with our requests for testing when your 

child presents with symptoms of Covid-19. Our direction from UK Health Security Agency 

(UKHSA), based on local infection profiles, has been to take a cautionary approach to 

people who are unwell enough not to be at school. Your continued support helps us 

immensely with our monitoring and reporting of cases to the Local Authority and in our quest 

to minimise the potential spread of COVID-19 within school. 

 

Contingency plans for outbreaks 

We continue to have remote education plans in place. If your child has to self-isolate and is 

well enough, work can be provided for them to complete from home. Year group staff will 

also provide well-being phone calls during the isolation period. 

 

School Uniform  

As a school, we are proud of our school uniform and we very much appreciate your 

adherence to our uniform expectations. Uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to our 

school ethos and helps to set an appropriate tone. Please ensure that you advise year group 

staff as to why your child isn’t wearing any aspect of the school uniform at any time so that 

they do not have to approach you unnecessarily. We thank you in advance for supporting us 

in upholding our standards.  

To confirm, uniform is as follows:  

http://www.mersthamprimaryschool.org/
mailto:info@mersthamprimaryschool.org
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A few reminders regarding uniform:  

Footwear 
Shoes should be suitable for school wear.  Children must not wear trainers or boots to school. Shoes 
must be closed toe and navy or black. 
Personal Appearance 

Shoulder length hair, for safety and hygiene reasons, should be tied back from the face. Hair 
accessories should be plain in school colours.  If children have pierced ears, only small plain metal 
studs should be worn. 
It is not appropriate for children in primary school to wear makeup, nail varnish or jewellery and we 
ask parents/carers not to allow children to wear it. 
Outerwear 
In winter, children need a warm waterproof coat.  In summer, an anorak, or suitable waterproof 
should be brought to school when the weather is unsettled. During warm, sunny weather, a hat is 
required. 
PE 

On your child’s PE day, they should come into school wearing their full PE kit (see above).  

Please ensure that all uniform is clearly labelled. 

 

http://www.mersthamprimaryschool.org/
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Curriculum Newsletters  

Within the next few days, year groups will be sending out their termly curriculum newsletters 

providing you with an overview of your child’s Spring Term topic and the key skills they will 

be covering in each subject area.  

 

Upcoming Dates  

 
 

Mr Oulton 

Mr Oulton continues to be signed off unwell. We are all looking forward to him returning to 

work when he is able to. He is grateful for all your messages wishing him well and hopes to 

see everyone soon.  

 

I wish you all a Happy New Year and I hope that 2022 is positive and kind, bringing us all 

happiness and good health. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs V Cooper 

Interim Headteacher 
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