
             Welcome to Year 2 Squirrels 

We have been finding out and learning about all sorts of new and wonderful things 

since being in Year 2. Please read on and find out!  

Literacy 
We have read several great books this term, which have all given us the chance to explore our creative thinking 

and writing skills. We have looked at poetry and non-fiction texts. We focused on non-fiction texts at the beginning 

of the term and explored information books about castles, which linked, with our topic ‘Turrets and Tiaras’. The 

children identified facts in a variety of ways including: using the Ipads, researching on the computer and finding 

facts in a range of information books. The children showed great enthusiasm when planning and writing their own 

information book and loved designing their very own front cover. The children used their information books to 

deliver a presentation all about castles. This work was followed by some poetry. We explored the poem ‘The Castle 

is… By Kate Williams’.  We used this poem for inspiration to write our very own castle shape poem using interesting 

adjectives and similes. In the last few weeks, we explored fiction focusing on the fairy-tale ‘Jack and the 

Beanstalk’. The children created story maps and boxed up elements of the story before focusing on the beginning, 

middle and end of the story. The children wrote a narrative for the story using adjectives, verbs, adverbs and 

speech marks. They wrote their narratives in the past tense using the ‘I’ pronoun and enjoyed reading their 

narratives to each other in class.  

Lastly, we have been learning about different types of nouns; singular and plural forms and working hard on applying 

our phonics knowledge to unfamiliar words. We have also been doing weekly handwriting practice and spelling tests 

to practice the year 2 common exception words. 

Maths 
We have been working hard to count in 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s to 100. This term we have learnt place value to 100 and 

addition and subtraction using the column method. The children have enjoyed developing their fluency and problem 

solving using a range of concrete objects as well as pictorial representations. The children enjoyed using their 

knowledge of number bonds to 10 to find number bonds to 100 using ten frames and dienes. The children have 

continued to develop their confidence to reason and are beginning to write a reflection for every lesson, which 

demonstrates what they have learnt. We have also been working hard to complete extra challenges as part of the 

White Rose ‘Dive Deeper’ scheme.  

Science 

Our focus has been learning all about plants this term. The children enjoyed developing their scientific vocabulary 

and questions in class. We have learnt about different parts of a plant and what conditions a plant needs to grow 

healthily. We enjoyed carrying out an experiment with four plants and testing which conditions were best. The 

children have been observing carefully the conditions and growth of each plant and have enjoyed recording their 

findings in a table. In addition to this, we have had a great time planting our own sunflower seeds in school. The 

children are excited to observe their plant growing. We have also been learning about seasonal changes and how 

the environment, weather and day has changed with the onset of Autumn. 

Topic 
This term our topic is ‘Turrets and Tiaras’. We have enjoyed exploring how houses have changed over time and how 

features of a house has changed. The children learnt about castles in the past and loved creating a timeline of 

castles throughout the years. As well as this, we explored people who live in castles and learnt about the different 

roles in the castle. The children enjoyed acting out these roles too so they could imagine what it was really like in 

those times. Lastly, we learnt about castles in the UK and in Europe. The children were surprised to discover all 

the amazing castles around Europe and enjoyed naming them. We look forward to our trip to Windsor Castle next 

half term! 

 



 


