
             Welcome to Year 2 Squirrels 

We have been finding out and learning about all sorts of new and 

wonderful things since being in Year 2. Please read on and find out!  

Literacy 

We have read several great texts this term, which have all given us the chance to explore our creative 

thinking and writing skills. We have looked at fiction and non-fiction texts. We focused on fiction texts 

at the beginning of the term exploring a fantastic book ‘The Night Pirates’ which linked with our topic 

‘Pirates’. The children enjoyed story mapping and acting out the story as well as identifying vocabulary 

and pattern in the text. After exploring the text, the children planned and wrote their own short pirate 

story, which included an opening, build-up, problem, solution and ending. Their stories were excellent 

and included a range of descriptive vocabulary, time adverbials, conjunctions, exclamations, questions 

and speech. The children showed great enthusiasm when reading their stories to each other. This work 

was followed by some non-fiction writing where we explored newspaper reports. The children learnt 

about the features of a newspaper report and learnt about the structure/layout of a report. We read 

several newspaper reports and identified key language and vocabulary whilst making comparisons 

between different types of reports. As well as this, the children watched a video about the capture of 

pirate Robin and enjoyed writing a newspaper report based on this capture. The children showed 

enthusiasm when editing and improving their reports and confidently read their work aloud to each 

other.  

 

Maths 

We have been working hard to count in 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s to 100. This term we have explored fractions 

focusing on: finding ½, ⅓ , ¼ and quarters of different amounts. As well as this, we learnt about 

identifying unit fractions, non-unit fractions and equivalent fractions. The children enjoyed counting in 

fractions and using pictorial representations to help count forwards and backwards. We also explored 

money and learnt to count pence, pounds and notes. The children enjoyed exploring the coins and were 

able to make different amounts. The children have continued to develop their reasoning and problem 

solving.  

 

Science 

Our focus has been learning all about Everyday Materials this term. The children enjoyed developing 

their scientific vocabulary and questions in class. We have named everyday materials and their 

properties as well as their suitability to different objects. The children enjoyed going on a materials 

walk around the school where they identified materials in the environment and discussed their 

properties.  

 

Topic 

This term our topic is ‘Pirates’. The children have loved learning all about pirates including the history 

of pirates, pirate language and famous pirates. As well as this, the children enjoyed locating continents 

and oceans on a map and then creating their very own treasure map using key symbols. Lastly, we 

explored pirate art and used primary and secondary colours to paint a pirate picture. This was followed 

by sketching portraits. The children picked their favourite pirate to sketch and colour using pastels.  



 


