
Welcome to Year 6 Maple 

We have been making great progress in Y6 this past half term and we have 

thoroughly enjoyed learning all about The Victorians! 

 

English 

Where should I begin? From our very first lesson, the children were excited to be studying 

Charles Dickens, which is linked to our main topic this term. We read some fantastic non-

fiction information texts about who Charles was, what he was famous for and what his 

childhood was like. This helped us in understanding the purpose of a biography and we began 

to plan, draft, proof read and edit our own biographies about Dickens. We finished by writing 

our biographies up in neat, using our very best handwriting. What a great start to the half 

term!  

Our classic text this term was Street Child by Berlie Doherty. We’re still working our way 

through this book, as Jim (the main character) faces many obstacles and adventures this 

proved to be an exciting stimulus for writing. We focused on dialogue to develop characters 

and we looked in depth at the setting descriptions. Understanding powerful language and 

showing readers information rather than telling them, we managed to write some gripping and 

visual descriptions of characters and settings!  

 

Maths 

Wow! Firstly, I am so pleased with the progress that all the children are making in maths, their 

determination and willingness to learn is brilliant, keep it up Maple Class! We began our new 

topic of fractions, decimals and percentages (slightly trickier than expected), adding, 

subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions was a handful, but we persevered through the 

challenges! The importance of understanding our times-tables and being able to recall these 

facts quickly, was fundamental to our topic this half term, keep revising them over the 

Christmas period!  

 

Science 

Who better to study for our ‘Evolution and Inheritance’ topic than Charles Darwin, a famous 

scientist from the Victorian era! The children explored his theories, researched questions and 

developed an understanding for new topic language in their science lessons. We made a non-

chronological report on Darwin’s theories and his exploration of evolution in our science books! 

Great work, we seem to have some young aspiring scientists in Maple Class!  

 

Topic 

I could talk for hours about all the opportunities we’ve had to discover the Victorian era! From 
sketching Queen Victoria and Charles Dickens, to creating a timeline of events, looking at a 
real life document from the Victorian times at Merstham Primary School, we really have 
explored it all! Comparing a lot of what we have now to the past and thinking about 
developments in technology, which started from the inventive Victorian Britain, the children 
have a new wealth of knowledge about this point in time. We have had so many eureka 
moments in our topic lessons!  

 


